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PRESIDENT'S LETTER ­

I have three topics of extreme importance (at least 
to me) to discuss with you this issue. 

First and foremost, The book that can be credited 
with bringing this organization into being is finally 
out to the printer, due out for the ANA convention in 
August. "Flying Eagle and Indian Cents" is the first 
major attempt to list all known premium varieties, show 
photographs of each, and give realistic rarity levels. 
In addition, the book will present the most complete 
biography yet on James Longacre, including some never 
before publ ished paintings and drawings of J and by James 
Longacre. All the die trials, patterns, proofs, 
circulation issues, and varieties are discussed in 
detail. 

Do you know why 1877 was a low mintage issue? Why 
is 1871 and 1872 so scarce? How about 1885, 1886 and 
l894? How many 1856' s were struck in proof and mint 
state? What worthless overdate variety is listed in 
Breen's Encyclopedia as a rare and desirable? What is 
the King of the Indians? All these questions are 
answered in the book. 

This is what you get when the "President's Letter" 
is written by the guy who also wrote the book. I will 
refrain from hype and self promotion in the future. 

Anyway, the book is high quality, 200+ pages, all 
hardcover, and very finely laid out by Tri-Art Graphics 
in Cedar Knolls, NJ. The retail price on the book is 
$79.50, but many of you got the pre-publication flyer 
from ALLSTATE. The $49.50 price is good until August 1. 
Thanks for all of you that ordered. Those that have not, 
may reach me at ALLSTATE as addressed below. 'nuff said. 

The second topic is a new coin company called 
"Eagle Eye Rare Coins". On August 1, I will be leaving 
my position as Senior Numismatist at Allstate Coin 
Company, and starting my own coin business. My main coin 
interest will be, naturally, on Flying Eagle and Indian 
Cents. I will be running mail bid sales for Flyers and 

establish values for the varieties listed in my book. 
I already have an enormous consignment for the first 
sale. I will be buying nice Flyers and Indians also, as 
well as other collector series. I will not be changing 
my address though, I'll still be in the Allstate 
building at 3848 E. 5th ST. Tucson, AZ 85716. My phone 
number will be (602) 323-9057. 

This is what you get when "The President's Letter" 
is written by a guy opening up a coin dealership. I will 
refrain from hype and self promotion in the future. 

The third topic is the ANA Convention in August. 
Our annual meeting is scheduled for Saturday, August 
15th., Room 22 from 10:30 to 1:30. In addition to a 
brief discussion on Fly-In Club Business, we will be 
holing a roundtable discussion on the very volatile 
subject of Indian Cent grading. I would also like to 
discuss cleaned and retoned coins in the meeting. 

Thanks go to Fly-In member Tom Crogan, who has lit 
the fuse to get this grading discussion going. Now we 
need to get all our opinions heard and listed into some 
concise, useful grading standard. Please bring your 
opinions, your coins, anq yourself to this meeting. 

This is what you-get when "The President's Letter" 
is written by a guy loves to instigate thinking. I won't 
refrain from hype and promotion when it comes to THE 
FLY-IN CLUB! 

- Rick Snow, President 
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EDITOR'S COMMENT ­

The response to some of the suggestions presented 
in the last issue of the Ledger has been quite 
favorable. We now have an Advertising Director and a 
new Mid-Western representative (see Announcements). We 
have also begun to make some changes in the format of 
the Ledger in response to requests from some of our 
members. In addition, we are now beginning to address 
some of the more important issues concerning grading, 
cleaned and retoned coins (see President's Letter, 
Comments and Controversy, and enclosed insert). 

Torn Crogan, a gentleman collector from Texas and 
a man with whom I have had numerous conversations and 
correspondence, was gracious enough to send me his 
"grading set" of 1879 Indian cents ranging from AG to 
Ch BU. I took many notes on each piece, but I've not 
yet had the time to respond (Tom, it will be on its way 
shortly). 

Tom has proposed a project whereby each member can 
submit their own opinion/description on various grades 
for this series. I think this is an excellent idea. 

As Editor, I would like to begin a series on this 
subject of grading. We could start with a report of the 
discussions on this subject at the annual meeting to be 
held at the ANA Convention (Rick, please have someone 
keep notes, or tape record the session). I could also 
present some of the opinions submitted to Tom. 

As a Club this is perhaps the single most important 
issue that we can address. Who better to define and 
establish a more comprehensive grading criteria for 
Flying Eagle and Indian cents than those who seriously 
collect them. I urge each member to become actively 
involved in this project. 

.	 Larry R. Steve, Editor 

ANNOUNCEMENTS ­

.	 The 2nd annual meeting of the Fly-In Club will be 
held at the ANA Convention in August. The meeting 
is scheduled for Saturday, August 15th., Room 22 
from 10:30 to 1:30. 

- Frank Van Valen, a professional numismatist with 
the firm of Bowers and Merena, has volunteered to 
be the Advertising Director for our Club. Details 
are being worked out and we will keep you 
informed. 

- Mark K. McWherter, a collector from Kansas, has 
volunteered to be our Club's Mid-Western 
representative. 

- At the Maryland State Nwnismatic Association's 
20th Annual Convention, held in Baltimore, 
Maryland, the Best of Show and the People's Choice 
Awards were presented to Larry R. Steve for his 
exhibit entitled: "'F.IND.ERS: A Study of Flying 
Eagle and Indian '"Cent Errors and Varieties". 

- The deadline for articles, advertising and other 
items of interest for the October, 1992 issue of 
the Ledger is September 15, 1992. 

IMPORTANT: Please note that all such items to be 
published, including classified ads, should be 
mailed directly to the Editor. If you mail them 
to Xan or Rick, they might not be forwarded in 
time for inclusion. The address is as follows: 

Editor
 
Longacre's Ledger
 

P.O. Box 291
 
Jarrettsville, MD 21084
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CHERRYPICKERS' GUIDE AUTHORS 
ANNOUNCE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Bill Fivaz and J. T. Stanton, authors of the 
Cherrypickers' Guide to Rare Die Varieties, are pleased 
to announce the recipients of the scholarships to the 
ANA Summer Seminar in Colorado Springs. 

These scholarships were initiated to give something 
worthwhile back to the hobby from the profits of the 
book. When announced, they indicated that two 
scholarships would be awarded, but with the reduction 
in tuition to the ANA Summer Seminar, they decided to 
award three. 

The three recipients of these scholarships are 
Christopher Ganger of Ithica, NY; Vicken Yegparian of 
Toms River, N.J.; and John Kraljevich Jr. of Pottsto~ltl,  

PA. These three sharp YNs will receive paid tuition, 
room and board, and air transportation for their efforts 
from the authors. 

These three were not selected at random. A contest 
was held whereby a YN was to submit coins that they 
"cherrypicked" to the authors. The authors then judged 
the entries base upon the coin's rarity, condition, and 
subj ective value. "We had more submissions than we 
expected. It's a shame that all could not be awarded 
a scholarship, as each and every YN that participated 
would have been an excellent candidate, If the authors 
stated. 

The authors expressed hopes that others in the 
numismatic community would follow their lead, and 
develop programs to send other worthy YNs to the ANA 
Summer Seminar. "The Swnmer Seminar is by far the best 
educational value in numismatics today" they said. 
"Others should certainly take advantage of this week of 
education, fun and fellowship." 

More information on the ANA Summer Seminar, and the 
new reduced rates, can be obtained by writing to James 
Taylor, Director of Education, American Numismatic 
Association, 818 N. Cascade Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 
80903-3279. 

EDITOR'S COMMENT: VICKEN YEGPARIAN IS ALSO A YN I1EI1BER OF THE FLY - IN 

CLUB. I RECENTLY HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK WITH VICKEN AND I 

UNDERSTAND FROM HIM THAT ONE OF raE COINS THAT BE SUBMITTED WAS AN 

1888/7 DIE #3 INDIAN CENT. NICE FIND AND CONGRATULATIONS VICKEN! 

DAVE'S 
D.C.W. COLLECTION 

(trusted name in numismatics) 

"THE COLLECTORS "FRIEND" 
I BUY-SELL-TRADE Flying Eagles and Indian Cents.
 

LARGE FREE pricelist. Very strong buyer.
 

~en  it comes to high grades or Ex. Rare Varieties, see me.
 
15 days return pr ivilege. Strict grading a "must".
 

ANA LM4078, FUN-CONECA
 

P.O. Box 1711 • Ramona, CA 92065 
1-800-346-6718 (anvtime) • Visa-Mastercard 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ­

IN RESPONSE TO REQUESTS BY SOME OF OUR MEMBERS, WE HAVE INTRODUCED 

THIS NEW FEATURE - QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. QUESTIONS WILL BE PRINTED IN 

ONE ISSUE, WITH RESPONSES SOLICITED FROM OTHER MEMBERS TO BE PRINTED IN 

THE FOLLOWING ISSUE. ANy MEMBER 10180 HAS A PARTICULAR QUESTION ABOUT ANY 

ASPECT OF FLYING EAGLE AND INDIAN CENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SUBMIT THEM TO: 

EDITOR
 

LoNGACRE'S LEDGER
 

P. O. Box 291
 

JARRETTSVILLE. MD 21084
 

On page 9, Vol.2, No.2 of Longacre's Ledger, the 

Type I & Type II pic tures appear reversed. Type I ­
last feather should be between "I" & "C" in AMERICA; 

Type II between "C" and the "A". 

- Stewart B. Foreman, M.D. 
# F-469 

Oh, the trials and tribulations of being Editor! 

This was the printers error in the improper 
placement of the photos provided. It simply slipped by 
undetected until the very last minute. Rather than 
delay the mailing of the Ledger for another week to a 
week and one-half for a reprinting, I decided upon a 
neon green insert inside the front cover to issue a 
correction statement. 

Thank you for your response. 

Following, correctly captioned, are the 1886 Type 
I & Type II varieties ... 

1886 Type I 1886 Type II
 
Hub of 1864-86 Hub of 1887-1909
 

Note that the last feather of the headdress points 
between the" I" and "c" of "MERICA" on the Hub of 1864­
86, While it points between the "C" and "A" on the Hub 
of 1887-1909. 

- Larry R. Steve 
# F-2 

The following photos are pregented as a follow-up 
to the question raised by Bob Hasterson (printed in the 
last issue) pertaining to the 1860 pointed bust variety: 

1860 Type I 1860 Type II 
Hub of 1858-59 Hub of 1860-64 
"Pointed bust" "Rounded bust" 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (Cont.) 

You (Larry Steve) have alluded to an 1890 Ie RPD 
and TDO at least twice. I I m dying to know what the 
tripling looks like and where it is located (the 
tripling). How about some pictures of the coin for the 
Longacre's Ledger, since you own the co in. I'd also 
like to know what the 1892 Ie DDO looks like which is 
listed on pg. 24 of the Cherrypicker' s Guide 2nd 
Edition, under the "Other Indian Cent Varieties" 
section. Anyone have any pictures of this one? 
Thirdly, is the 1907 "large over small date" ­
Encyclopedia 2047, actually a large/small date? I have 
never seen a copy, and the picture in the Encyclopedia 
doesn't look very convincing. Can anyone shed light on 
this? 

- Vicken Yegparian 
# F-460 

For those of you who are unaware of when I alluded 
to the 1890/1890 Tripled Die Obverse, I first referred 
to this coin in the l1arch, 1991 issue of "COINage" 
magazine. I also mentioned this coin in a letter 
published in the January/February 1992 issue of 
"ERRORSCOPE" . 

The tripling is on the legend toward the rim and 
a photo of this variety can be found on page 32 of this 
issue in Doug Hill's article "How l1any Are There, 
Anyway?". I have requested further examination of this 
piece and may report on this variety separately in a 
later issue. A photo of the date is presented within 
this section. 

With regard to your other questions, I have to 
defer to others to answer. 

The date was first punched toward the denticles and 
then effaced. Protruding knobs from the underlying 0 
can been seen on the inner sides of the final O. 

- Larry R. Steve 
# F-2 

I have just acquired a 1907 Indian in BU with what 
looks to me to have a repunched large 7 over a small 7. 

Have not been able to find any reference to this 
Indian. I am sure there has to be others around. 

Can you or any other member give me any information. 
on this Indian. 

- MartinL. Carota 
# F-429 
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COMMENTS AND CONTROVERSY ­

Let's suppose that we make up No.1 GRADING SET. 

This	 No. 1 GRADING SET would contain: 

(a) 1857 - 1858 Flying Eagles 
3 sets of (b) 1859 - 1864 Copper Nickel 

(c) 1864 - 1909 Bronze 

I would use 1857 for the Flying Eagle Cent, 1860 
for the Copper Nickel and 1879 for the Bronze. 

Members can take part and express their views and 
opinions, and we could publish the variety of answers 
for each grade in the Ledger. 

Then the entire Membership could select. by vote, 
which description best describes the Grade. This then 
could be inscribed on the Plastic Plaque which would 
accompany the 6 place Holdered Coins for showing at 
various Coin Conventions and Events. 

We could then go on to No.2 GRADING SET. This set 
would contain: Fll, F12, F15. VF19, VF20, VF30 

Once again the opinions could be published and the 
Membership could choose what they believe to be the best 
description fitting the Grade. These too would be 
inscribed on the second Plastic Plaque. 

The third set: XF40, XF45. AU49. AU50, AU55 
and 

The fourth set: MS59, MS60. MS61, MS62. MS63, MS64 

would also be published for opinions/descriptions and 
the members again could choose the best description 
fitting the Grade by vote. 

Grades MS65. MS66. and MS67 would/should be 
selected from professional offerings as could be 
afforded each year from a fund so designated. This 
could be by membership participation in some fashion. 

We are talking about a likely year used for each 
set selection. 

The involvement with all members could be greatly 
influenced by constant publications and requests for 
their opinions. The final results would be theirs and 
the tabulations of ideas could easily form a grading 
survey. 

Those that wished to branch out on their own could 
form a set of each from various mints, or of various 
dates or varieties. 

There is just no end of what can be done to keep 
the members interested and involved. It is up to every 
club to prevent stagnation. 

All the Best 

H.	 G. Tom Crogan 
# F-42 

• •• WANTED ••• 
WILL	 BUY - GRADING SET COINS - 1860 or 1879 

VG-7 F-ll VF-19 XF-39 AU-49 
VG-8 F-12 VF-20 XF-40 AU-50 
VG-IO F·15 VF-30 XF-45 AU-55 

ONLY if you'll send a 4 line GRADING OPINION 
CALL H.G. Tom Crogan WRITE 

Rt. 5 , Box 214 
Gonzales, Texas 78629-9615 

SHIP 1-512-672-3209 PRICE 
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OLD KENTUCKY COIN 
Bill Weikel, Ph.D. 

Indian Cent Specialist / Constant Buyer 

Member ANA, FUN, LM-KSNA & FLY-IN #133 

~v""  Coi.n.5 
1857 Plyins Eagle,MS64/63,needle sharp stirke, irridescent gold 

tone, $489.00. 
1859 HS63+,super nice orlginal one year type coin at $265.00. 

Anoth2r HS62,somevhat proo£llke-nice at $165.00. 
1861 HS62,a fev spots,$130.00, Nice AU, $130.00 
1863 HS63,Lovely gold/blue tone, super at $175.00. 
1864 Bronze,MS 64+, RB,$160.00. MS64,most red,$160.00. MS62+,$94.00 
1864 -L-,Scarce Breen#1962, dramatic repunchins, MS60,brown,$245.00 

EF40, nice $149.00. F-12, $55.00 
1866 Red bluer,MS65,DOt in Breen,l and 8 repunched, SW and second 6 

DOrth, $575.00. HS63, RB, $245.00. HS60+, most brown, $195.00. 
1870 P-VF, $115.00; P, $99.00 
1871 Rare proof 63, redl $495.00 
1872 EP40, retoned, $225.00. vY25, $230.00. VG10, $52.00. 
1876 MS63+, RB, old dip, lovely, $235.00. 
1877 Auction catalogue describes as -1877 Gem Proof 65, Red ... fUll 

red with jWlt the lightest touch of milky toni.D8 ... - I grade as 
proof 64, $2900.00 Another, F-12, $385.00. 

1878 PF64, RB, loads o£ eye appeal, $325.00. Anoth2r great MS64+,RB, 
$315.00. A PF63, RB with blue, pink and maroon hues, $275.00. 

1879 PF64, RB, great at $249.00. 
1883 PF64, Kost red, $220.00. 
1885 PF64+,lovely polychr~  colors,$185.00. Another super PF66 with 

rich red-gold on obverse and some oli_ on re_rsel $500.00. 
1889 PF63,RB, $149.00. Another PF63,but dull,$99.00. MS65,RB$199.00. 
1890 Brilliant, PP63, RB' $149.00. 
1891 PF63, RB, flashy coin at $165.00. 
1892 PF63, RB, $149.00. 
1893 PF64,RB, lots of eye appeal, $165.00. Another PF63,RB, $149.00. 

Certified Coirul 
1858	 Judd '206, a....some -small eagle- or -£lyi.D8 turkey"', super 

strike and color in BGC Proof 64 (plWll), I think a 65 or even 
better I Steal this rare pattern at $2,600.00111 

1861 RGC, MS63, super nice original, $260.00.
 
1864 -L·,PCGS, KS64 RB, repunched "'6· ,neat coin, $489.00.
 
1865 RGC, MS64, red blazer, faD&.Y "'50', $325.00. Another NGC, HS64 RB
 

repunched-5·,$265.00.PCGS,MS63,red,loads of eye appeal, $225. 00. 
1869/69 Lovely ARACS, VF30, $305.00. 
1870 Rice ARACS, HS63, RB, $470.00. 
1872 AHACS, AU50, BR, $310.00. 
1874 PCGS, MS64, RB, $275.00. PCGS, MS64, BN, $179.00. 
1894/94 Rare this nice in ARACS, MS62, DR, multi-color and very 

scarce I $495.00. 

- Full 15 day return for any reason if coin DOt removed from holder 
- IKSTUCXY residents without dealer's resale , ~t add 61 sales taK 
- PLEASE ADD $3.00 poata&e and lnsuran<:e on all orders 

Old Kentucky Coin
 
P.O. Box 209 • Morehead, KY 40351-0209
 

Telephone (606) 783-0174
 

AN ARGUMENT FAVORING SARAH AS LONGACRE'S MODEL
 
by Dr. George 2.. Conger 

Those of us who collect Indian Cents have from time 
to time wondered about the circumstances surrounding the 
design employed on the obverse of that coin. For years 
the story concerning the American Indian chief's 
ceremonial feathered bonnet being placed on the head of 
James Longacre's daughter, Sarah, has been considered 
romantic but apocryphal. This skepticism has been 
supported by Walter Breen in his article "More About 
Longacre's Indian Cent Model, n which appeared in the 
April 1951 issue of Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine (pages 
297-299). 

Long before Breen's writings, Charles E. Barber, 
the Mint Engraver who followed Longacre in that 
position, in a letter written to the Superintendent of 
the Philadelphia Mint on November 16, 1908 stated; 
"Longacre could not have used his 'six-year-old' 
daughter as the model for a coin first minted in 1859 
but originally designed in 1849 befora the child was 
born!" (cited in an article entitled "Not Sarah Longacre 
on Indian Cent" which,. appeared on pages 197-198 in the 
same issue of the NUmismatic Scrapbook Magazine cited 
above) . 

Barber's reference to the year 1849 may appear to 
some to be irrelevant to the Indian Head penny because 
we all know that that coin wasn't designed by Longacre 
until 1858 when his Flying Eagle design proved to be 
unsatisfactory. Barber's reference is appropriate, 
however, because Longacre used virtually the same head 
on the $20 and $1 gold coins which Congress authorized 
in 1849, the 3-cent coin introduced in 1865, then, with 
feathers, in the $3 gold coin known as the Indian 
Princess which was first minted in 1854, the $1 gold 
coin of 1849 which was revised in 1854, and the Indian 
Head Cent pattern of 1858 and the official Indian Cent 
that was introduced in 1859. 
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Charles Barber worked as an engraver under 
Longacre. Many years later, when he wrote his letter 
to the Mint Superintendent, he undoubtedly recalled 
having seen Longacre's little girl on occasions when she 
visited her father at the Mint way back then. Barber's 
recollections in 1908 of that little girl who visited 
her father so long ago simply did not fit with the time 
frame for the five coins mentioned above. If Barber's 
facts were correct and if his memory was reliable, no 
right thinking person could possible believe that a girl 
who was six years of age in 1858 could have been the 
model for a coin in 1849 -- especially when the face on 
the 1849 coin is so mature in appearance. 

The entire argument against Sarah Longacre being 
the model for that face that appeared on those five 
coins turns on the question of her age. If Sarah was 
only six years old in 1858, the issue is dead. However, 
if Sarah was actually much older than Barber remembers 
and if she was mature enough in 1849 to look like the 
face on that coin and those four other coins, then there 
would be good reason to believe the romantic story of 
an engraver who used his daughter as a model for his 
coins. 

Eureka! As fate would have it, a Longacre family 
genealogy has been established and provided by Louis 
Cornell Watjen, the great-great-grandson of Sarah 
Longacre (reproduced in the January 4, 1984, issue of 
Coin World, page 13). It established that James B. 
Longacre had five children; Sarah was his oldest. She 
was born on February 20, 1828. This would put her at 
the age of 20 or 21 when the first face appeared on that 
coin which was struck in 1849. 

But what about the veracity of Charles Barber? 
Would he lie about a thing like this? The answer is 
that both Barber and Watjen could be correct. It is not 
at all unlikely that Berber remembered a youngster who 
seemed to him to be six years old who was a daughter 
belonging to Longacre who visited the Mint at about the 
time that he recalled. The little girl, however, was 
not Sarah. It was in all probability her baby sister, 

Eliza, who was born on May 5, 1837. In Barber's memory, 
Eliza very well might have appeared to be a six-year­
old little girl when she was probably closer to ten 
years old at the time Longacre was sketching his face 
for the $20 and $1 gold coins of 1849. 

Adding strength to my case in favor of Sarah being 
Longacre's model are two additional points. First, 
there had to be some reason for the story getting its 
start. It just does not seem logical to me for Sarah 
to get credit for being the ~odel  for those coins in a 
off-the-wall kind of manner. There had to be some basis 
in fact to launch such a story that has persisted for 
so long. 

But more convincingly, my final point c~ncerns  the 
comments from two of Sarah Longacre's relatives and one 
of Sarah's contemporaries as reported in the Coin World 
article in January 1984. Louis Watjen reports: "I know 
not many people know or believe the story but it is 
true! When (Sarah) was 16 years old she came home from 
school while her father, James Barton Longacre, was 
interviewing some Indian chiefs. They left their 
headdresses outside his office. Sarah put one on and 
went to see her father. He couldn't resist ... He 
sketched her and gave acopy to the Indians; he put one 
away in a box. This was done in 1844 ... I got this 
(account) from my grandfather, my great aunt and other 
relatives ... " 

Sarah's nephew, Rev. Lindsay B. Longacre, wrote a 
Letter to the Editor in November 1951 in response to the 
Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine article mentioned earlier. 
He stated: "James Barton Longacre, the engraver, was 
my grandfather. From my childhood I knew his daughter 
Sarah (not Sara) as my aunt Sallie. My father often 
told me the story ...My aunt Sallie ... picked up one of 
the feathered headdresses and put it on, seated herself 
on a stool that was near. My grandfather looked up, 
seeing her profile, said to her: ' Sit still, Sallie, 
till I sketch you.' The impression left on me by the 
story was that the head for the cent was developed -­
idealized -- from that sketch." 
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Sarah died in 1906 at the age of 77. The files of 
Coin World contain a story entitled nThe Origin of the 
Indian Head Penny" written by Barbara Friend, the wife 
of Peter Longacre (presumed to be a cousin of Sarah). 
Barbara Friend Longacre was alive when the Indian- bonnet 
incident took place. From that vantage point, she 
reported that Sarah " ... came nearer being the queen of 
the American Mint than any woman who ever lived ... Her 
face is seen on every American penny issued ... from Uncle 
Sam's coin factory ... " 

Anyone who takes the time to look carefully at the 
faces on the five Longacre-designed is the same on each. 
Considerable controversy surrounded the use of that 
face, especially when it was adorned with the masculine 
symbol of the American Indian feathered headdress. That 
is a subject in itself that my be an article for another 
day. Suffice it to say for now that that face could 
certainly be Sarah Longacre. The evidence presented 
here would support the belief that that face is Sarah 
Longacre. 

Nevertheless, there are those who continue to be 
convinced that the face on the five coins is one adapted 
by Longacre from Venus Acroupii, a statue in the Vatican 
Museum. 

In 1984 Louis Cornell Watjen, the Longacre 
genealogist and great-great-grandson of Sarah Longacre, 
contributed to Coin World a picture of Sarah taken on 
her wedding day in 1847 juxtaposition a picture of Venus 
Acroupii (below). For me, it is no contest. I believe 
the captivating face on the five coins is the lovely 
face of a young American girl who was fathered by the 
engraver of those beautiful coins: James B. Longacre. 
Given an opportunity to immortalize a face, what father 
when given the authority to do so would choose to extend 
that tribute to a stone statue in a foreign country over 
his own daughter? 

. ~ ~ .. 
~ .. , .-.' :;.4 

Venus Acroupii Sarah Longacre at 

of the Vatican the ~ge  of 19. 

Museum. [Courtesy of Mrs. 
Mary Cornell and 
Louis WaljenJ. 
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DO BLANCP-iARD. F'1"1!!'!lldant R W EATON. Calln.,l!'~  

M L PE:CK. ViC" P""a r J A c:r:KE:R A•• , r:.,"EARLY PUBLIC INTEREST IN KEY DATE It!l. JU b • 

FLYING EAGLE , INDIAN HEAD CENTS 
by Henry T. BettgeX" 

A letter to the U.S. Mint written by Mr. Ecker, 
4/15/1891 of the National Bank of Fayetteville, New York 
requested from the Mint examples of the Small Cent from 
the first year of issue to 1857, and key/semi-key date 
Indian Head cents from 1866-1868 and 1877. These coins 
were worth a premium even in those days, although not 
at the levels of a 1799 cent, first popularized by 
Joseph J. Mickley who sought this rare date, the year 
of his birth. 

This request was probably for pristine examples of 
these dates while those in a bank position could surely 
have located examples of the later dates listed in low 
grade in circulation at the time. The Mint would 
normally have on hand coins of the current year and 
sometimes the prior year in proof, but earlier dates 
would not be available, according to a Mint response. 
The same rationale would also apply to uncirculated 
coins when obtained at the Mint. 
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1857 - The 1857 is the most common Flying Eagle.THE FINEST SET OF 
This date is readily available in MintFLYING EAGLE AND INDIAN CENTS - PART 2 
State, however, many examples are weaklyby Ronald W.	 Heuman 
struck and have dull luster. Superb GEMS 
are much scarcer as shown below: 

Following is a date by date analysis of Mint State 
Flying Eagle and Indian cents: 

FLYING EAGLE GENTS: 

1856 - The 1856 is the King of the small cents. 
Approximately 600 to 1,000 pieces were 
struck in 1856 for distribution to 
congressmen, senators, newspaper editors and 
public officials. In the early 1860 's, 
because of the popular demand by collectors 
another 1,000 to 1,500 Proof restrikes were 
produced. The 1856 is a pride ownership for 
all Flying Eagle collectors. The John Beck 
hoard of 634 coins was distributed in the 
early 1970's by Jerry Cohen and Abner 
Kreisberg. This accounts for their 
availability, however as noted in the 
population reports superb GEMS are very 
rare. 

The combined population report shows the 
following quantities: 

1856 MINT STATE 

60 II	 g .21 .2i ~  §..€ 

8 24 22 21 1 1 

The coin needed for the Finest set is the 
Mint State 66 graded by PCGS. This coin was 
offered for sale by Heritage Rare Coin 
Galleries in October, 1990 for the lofty sum 
of $48,000. For comparison purposes, Mint 
State 64 examples have traded in the $8,000 
range. 

1857 MINT STATE 

.2..9. g	 62 63 ~  65 ~  

17 30 161 348 401 94 

The estimated value of an MS-66 is $7,000 
with MS-65's commanding $3,500. 

1858SL 
1858LL	 The legend of this variety is the size as 

the 1857 and is identifibl.e by the 
connection of the serifs on the letter A and 
M of "AMERICA". On the small letters 
variety the A and M are separated. The 
combined small and large letters population 
follows: 

1858 MINT STATE 

£Q g	 62 .21 .2i 65 §.§. 

12' 23	 92 243 306 104 13 

The estimated value of an MS-66 is $7,500. 

INDIAN GENTS: 

1859 - The 1859 is a popular one year type and is 
readily available in GEM condition. 

1859 MINT STATE 

60 61	 62 .21 64 ~  66 

7 10 59 215 199 48 5 

The estimated value of an MS-66 is $4,500 
and $2,000 for 65's. 
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1860­ HONEST INJUNS 
1864CN The remaining copper nickels will be 

CRVPTOGRAMdiscussed as a group. The key to these is 
finding coins that are fully struck up and 2UH2NU WMNH IMUHD
having nice eye - appeal. Many copper nickels 
have streaky toning and unsightly spots. DDDDDD DDDD DDDDD 
The 1860, 1862, 1863 and 1864 are all RMAM HMD2FUMH EUcomparable in value with the 1861 slightly
 
rarer. The population totals:
 DDDD DDDDDDDD DD 

1860 MINT STATE CNGMD E JQUFNIAM 
.§.Q 21. 62 63 II 65 66 67 DDDDD DDDDDDDDD6 6 38 152 183 90 13 2 

®®©®©®®®CD0®CDCB 
1861 MINT STATE D*DDDDDDDD**D 

.§.Q 21. 62 ~  II 65 ~  67 ~
 

5 39 95 122 98 20
 ®®®®®®[)®®@®~®O  

o * *DO * *DODD *D* 
1862 MINT STATE
 

§.Q 21. .§l ~  II 65 66 67
 

7 13 97 220 3.3 94 17 2
 

1863 MINT STATE 

§.Q 21. .2l ~ §i 65 §.§.
 

24 25 1.6 339 286 63 6
 

1864 MINT STATE
 

60 61 .§l ~  II 65 66 67
 

13 15 7. 218 157 26 5 1
 

To be continued . 
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BROKEN DATE PUNCHES
 
IN THE INDIAN CENT SERIES
 

by Christopher F. Pilliod 

For all the years the Indian cents were produced 
(with the exception of 1909) the dates were placed in 
the working dies with a four-digit gang punch. 
Occasionally parts of the punch would break off due to 
wear or brittle fatigue. It generally occurs in the 
thinnest part of the digits which lack the strength
needed. 

Two years which are noteworthy for this phenomena 
is 1880 and 1882. A photo of such failure in the date 
punch is shown for each of these years. Some people 
feel that this is actually the result of grease filling 
in the dies at these narrow areas, but it is actually 
a break in the date gang punch. They will be listed in 
the Indian cent book by Rick Snow and Chris Pilliod. 

1882 Broken 2 

1880 Broken 8's 

WANTED TO BUY : VARIETIES 

I am a serious collector of varieties - primarily repunched dates, 
overdates and doubled dies. I prefer VF or better (Full LIBERTY). 
Paying 5 to SOX over CDN Bid, depending upon conditi~d  type of 
variety. Write first! 

Larry R. Steve • ANA, CONECA & FLY-IN ~2 
 

P.O. Box 291 • Jarrettsville, MD 21084
 
Telephone (301) 557-8508 after 5 p.m.
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1889 1-R-III. Doubling to the right 
1858/7 E.n.S. (LL). FS # le-006 The serifprimarily on the oak wreath. Note doubling 
of the 7 must show! Note the broken wingon the leaf veins. 
tip and diagnostic die chip in field between 
the eagle and the date. 

(Photo by Chrls Pliilod) 
(Photo by Chris Pilllod) 

1890 1-0-11(3). 
toward the rim. 

Tripling on the legend 1859/1859. Breen #~945  

digits clearly repunched. 
Only with all 4 

(Photo by Chrls Plillod) 
(Photo by Chris Pllllod) 
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1865/4 Fancy 5. Breen #1964 The "4" 1865/15. The 1 is punched to the right of 
appears between the 6 and 5 and inside the and below the 8. The 5 is punched into the 
lower part of the 5. Look for diagnostic dentic1es. 
lines on face, below ear and between the eye 
and ear. 

(Photo by Chris Fiiiiod) (Photo by Chris Piiiiod) 

1865/1864 Plain 5. Breen #1966 Look for 1866/1. The one is repunched to the west. 
the top of the "4" above the upper left Some examples have a reverse cud at 8 
corner of the 5. o'clock. 

(Photo by J. T. Stanton) (Photo by Chris Piiiiod) 
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1867/67. FS # 1e-008 Strong repunching of 1872/182. Heavy repunching to the north on 
the 67 to the north. the 1, base of the 8, and the 2. 

(Photo by Chris Pilliod) (Photo by Chris Pilliod) 

1869/18. Repunching to the north. 1888/7 die #1. FS # 1e-010 The original 
Discovered by Larry Briggs. one discovered by James Ruddy. 

(Photo by ~hris  Piiliod) (Photo by J. T. Stanton) 
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1891/1891. Breen #2020 Repunching to the 1897 1 in neck. FS # 1¢-011.5
north. 

(PhocO by Chris Piiliod) (Phoco by J. T. Stanton) 

1894/1894. FS # l¢-Oll All 4 digits Thanks this time go to Chris Pilliod and Larry
repunched to the upper right. Some examples Steve for their help with the new selections. Thanks 
have a reverse die crack at 11 0' clock also goes to Tom Stott, Paul Thornfeldt, Vicken 
running south. Yegparian, Brian Wagner, Kirk Taylor, Dave Hur, Milan 

Block, Paul Wheeler, Ron Neuman, Allan Mays , Calvin 
Levorson, Brian Raines, and Henry Hettger. Please 
contact me at P.O. Box 1483, Winter Park, Florida 32790 
or call (407) 644-6923 if you have any information 
concerning the varieties covered in this column. 

(Phoco by Chris Pilliod) 
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The F.IND.ERS~  REPORT 
by Larry R. Steve 

The search for new varieties continues I and the 
study of known varieties goes on. As always with this 
aspect of numismatics, occasionally new discoveries are 
made, and "old" discoveries are reexamined for new 
clues. In this issue I I I d like to give two update 
reports on some previously reported varieties and to 
present this months feature coin. I hope you, the 
readers, like this change of pace. 

UPDATE: 1865/1864 Plain 5 

As promised, following is an enlarged photo of the 
5 for this variety: 

I recently had the opportunity to examine some 
overlays for this variety (as well as the 1865/4 Fancy 
5 variety) provided by J. T. Stanton; these were most 
helpful. J. T. also presented a theory that perhaps 
these "overdates" were, in fact, simply repunched dates 
but with a twist - a Plain 5 repunched over a Fancy 5 
for this variety, and vis versa for the other. 

I had examined all the overlays, and for this 
particular variety (which I own), I examined the 
enlarged photo and took some measurements. 

The measurement of the angle formed by the upper 
left corner of the 4 on an 1864 cent is approximately 
120°; while the measurement of the angle formed by the 
upper left corner of the 5 on both the 1865 Plain 5 and 
Fancy 5 cent is approximately 100 0 I then measured• 

the angle formed by the corner of the n4" on this 
variety and found it to be also approximately 100 0 

• 

The photo appears to show a trace of the notch of 
an underlying Fancy 5, and I am now fairly certain that 
this is an 1865/1865 Plain 5 over Fancy 5. 

UPDATE: "Flying E" hub variety 

This variety was first reported in the July, 1991 
issue of the Ledger (Vol.l, No.3). The coin was dated 
1863; and at the time, I had no explanation as to the 
cause. 

A second specimen, this time on an 1861 dated coin, 
was reported in the January, 1992 issue of the Ledger 
(Vol.2, No.1). I had concluded, with this finding, that 
it could be a hub variety. 

Joe Haney, an avid variety specialist and a regular 
contributor, now reports having spotted this variety on 
an 1860 dated coin. While Rick Snow, on the other hand, 
reports having found one on a bronze 1864 cent. These 
two coins would form the "bookends" for this variety, 
leaving the 1862, 1863 and 1864 eN remaining to be 
found.(Photo by J. T. Stanton) 
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I would be most interested if any member happens 
to find one (or more) of these remaining dated "Flying 
E" varieties. You can contact me at P.O. Box 291, 
Jarrettsville, Maryland 21084, (410) 557-8508. 

FEATURE REPORT: 1886/86/6 Type 1 

This months feature coin is a most interesting 
variety; it's an 1886 Type I Indian cent that shows a 
It small 6 over large 6". Actually, the 6 has been 
punched at least three times, possibly more. In 
addition, there is a trace of repunching evident on the 
8. This particular variety is of a Proof coin. 

Several individuals have examined the coin, and 
most feel fairly certain that the smaller 6 is from a 
punch of a different style or size. I believe that it 
may be from a punch intended for a Liberty Seated dime. 
The height of the smaller 6 is comparable to the height 
of the dates found on such dimes (although precise 
measurements should be taken). Also notice that the 
knob is recessed on the smaller 6; again a feature found 
on 1886 dated dimes. The knob on the larger 6 is nearly 
tangent with the lower loop, which is consistent with 
the logotype style of other 1886 dated Indian cents 
(both Type I and Type II). 

This is one of my dozen or so favorite pieces, and 
it is certainly worth looking for. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: F. IND. ERS IS A TRADEMARK OF LARRy R. STEVE AND IS USED 

WITHIN THIS JOlJRNAL WITH HIS PERMISSION. 

1886/86/6 Type 1 
Small 6 over large 6 

(Photos by Ghris Piiiiod) 
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ADVERTISING RATES ­

Display Ads: Rates are for camera-ready display copy. 

One Issue	 Four Issues 

1/4 Page $ 20.00 $ 65.00 

Half Page 35.00 115.00 

Full Page 60.00 200.00 

Classified:	 Buy, Sell and Trade Ad rates are 4¢ per 
word, limited to 50 words with the name, 
address and zip code being free. 

ADVERTISING POLICY ­

Ads will only be accepted from members in good 
standing of the Society. 

Minors under the age of 18 must have parental or 
guardian permission. 

Only ads for Flying Eagle and Indian cents dL8 

permitted. 

Mail bid advertising cannot be accepted. 

Unless otherwise noted, grading will be in 
accordance with the Official ANA Grading Standards 
for United States Coins. 

Advertisers	 must extend a 7 day return privilege. 

Excluding the printing of an ad, the Society 
asswnes no responsibili ty whatsoever, and reserves 
the right to edit or reject any ad that does not 
conform to its Policy. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

WANTED TO BUYFOR SALE 

DAVE'S - (TIIE collectors friend) 
speclalizes inhighgrade key dates, 
VG to BU, strict grading a 'must'. 
ANA LM. VlsafMC. Please request my 
large pricelist. Send SASE to; 
Dave's DCW Collection, P.O. Box 
1711, Ramona, CA 92065 (since 1983). 
619-789-1001. Remember; I am a 
strong buyer tool 

1865 1-R-IV doubled die. ANACS AU­
58. Obverse lOX red, reverSe 20X 
red. $850 postpaid. Douglas W. 
Hill, P.O. Box 1483, Winter Park, 
Florlda 32790. 407-644-6923. 

VARIETIES WAln'ED: RPDs, overdates, 
doubled dies only, VF (~LIBERTY) 

or better. Write first. Private 
collector, L. R. Steve, P.O. Box 
291, Jarrettsville, MD 21084 

PLEASE SELL your off center, double 
struck, and other major error FE 
and Indian cents to DIe. Send 
description and price to: Xan 
Chamberlain, P.O. Box 915, Palo 
Alto, CA 94302. All correspondence 
ans~ered.  CONECA member. 

LOOKING FOR Indian cent Cuds, all 
grades. Looking to photograph, buy 
or trade. Chris Pilliod, P.O. Box 
12722, Fort Wayne, INn 46864 
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FLYING EAGLE AND INDIAN CENT COLLECTORS SOCIETY
 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
 

Name (Type 01" print)	 _ 

Address,	 _ 

City	 State Zip. _ 

Phone	 Date of Birth _ 

Check	 the description which best describes you: 

Collector Collector/Dealer Dealer 

My collection interests:	 ___ 

Dues:	 $15.00 per calendar year. Those who join during 
the year will receive all Journals published for 
that year. 

I hereby apply for membership in the Flying Eagle 
and Indian Cent Collectors Society and agree to abide 
with its By-Laws. 

Signature	 Date 

Send Application and check payable to: 

Fly-In Club 

c/o Xan Chamberlain, Secretary 

P.O. BOl< 915 

Palo Alto, CA 94302 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE SOCIETY 

The Flying Eagle and Indian Cent Collectors Society 
is a non-profit organization dedicated to the collectors 
of small cents minted prior to the Lincoln design. Its 
intent is to foster a fraternal association among its 
members for the purpose of numismatic study, promotion 
and the sharing of knowledge about these coins. 

It is a democratic organization and, with the 
exception of the Publisher/Editor (whose position is 
based upon qualifications), the Officers are elected by 
a simple majority of the members of the Society. 

The Society's official publication, Longacre's 
Ledger, is produced quarterly (January, April, July and 
October) and is distributed to all members in good 
standing. 

Additional copies for members and non-members 
alike can be obtained at a cost of $4.50 per issue, 
subject to availability. 

Articles, advertising, Letters to the Editor and 
other items of interest for possible inclusion in the 
Ledger should be directed to: 

Editor
 
Longacre's Ledger
 

P.O. Box 291
 
Jarrettsville, Maryland 21084
 

The deadline for any such item is the 15th of the 
month preceding the publication date. 
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HONEST INJUNS� 
CRVPTOGRAM 

SOLUTION Fly- 's WANTIE ,• 
INDIAN HEAD CENTS --------------------------------­
WERE DES IGNEO BY� 

JRMES B LONGACRE ALLSTATE COIN CO.� 

®®©®®CD®®CD0®CDC8 IS BUyiNG.... 
R'" J S B G MT C L ...... E 

®®®@®®(!)@@@®®@o • Flying Eagle Cents 
R ...... OW ...... YNHD>I< I >I< 

• Indian Cents 

We can help you find the� 

Scarce and rare dates and� 

varieties that you need for� 

yo_ur collection.� 

CALL US TODAY I� 

RiCK SNOW ELLIOT GOLDMAN 

Fly-In #1 Fly-In #3 

ANA LM-2878 ANA LM-3335 

(800) 3 -4809 

E. 5th St. 
Tucson, Arizona 85716 
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